
115 

Federal Communications Commission § 1.47 

filing oppositions has expired. The 
reply shall be limited to matters raised 
in the oppositions, and the response to 
all such matters shall be set forth in a 
single pleading; separate replies to in-
dividual oppositions shall not be filed. 

(d) Requests for temporary relief; short-
er filing periods. Oppositions to a re-
quest for stay of any order or to a re-
quest for other temporary relief shall 
be filed within 7 days after the request 
is filed. Replies to oppositions should 
not be filed and will not be considered. 
The provisions of § 1.4(h) shall not 
apply in computing the filing date for 
oppositions to a request for stay or for 
other temporary relief. 

(e) Ex parte disposition of certain plead-
ings. As a matter of discretion, the 
Commission may rule ex parte upon re-
quests for continuances and extensions 
of time, requests for permission to file 
pleadings in excess of the length pre-
scribed in this chapter, and requests 
for temporary relief, without waiting 
for the filing of oppositions or replies. 

NOTE: Where specific provisions contained 
in part 1 conflict with this section, those 
specific provisions are controlling. See, in 
particular, §§ 1.294(c), 1.298(a), and 1.773. 

[28 FR 12415, Nov. 22, 1963, as amended at 33 
FR 7153, May 15, 1968; 45 FR 64190, Sept. 29, 
1980; 54 FR 31032, July 26, 1989; 54 FR 37682, 
Sept. 12, 1989; 63 FR 68919, Dec. 14, 1998] 

§ 1.46 Motions for extension of time. 

(a) It is the policy of the Commission 
that extensions of time shall not be 
routinely granted. 

(b) Motions for extension of time in 
which to file responses to petitions for 
rulemaking, replies to such responses, 
comments filed in response to notice of 
proposed rulemaking, replies to such 
comments and other filings in rule-
making proceedings conducted under 
Subpart C of this part shall be filed at 
least 7 days before the filing date. If a 
timely motion is denied, the responses 
and comments, replies thereto, or 
other filings need not be filed until 2 
business days after the Commission 
acts on the motion. In emergency situ-
ations, the Commission will consider a 
late-filed motion for a brief extension 
of time related to the duration of the 
emergency and will consider motions 
for acceptance of comments, reply 

comments or other filings made after 
the filing date. 

(c) If a motion for extension of time 
in which to make filings in proceedings 
other than notice and comment rule 
making proceedings is filed less than 7 
days prior to the filing day, the party 
filing the motion shall (in addition to 
serving the motion on other parties) 
orally notify other parties and Com-
mission staff personnel responsible for 
acting on the motion that the motion 
has been (or is being) filed. 

[39 FR 43301, Dec. 12, 1974, as amended at 41 
FR 9550, Mar. 5, 1976; 41 FR 14871, Apr. 8, 1976; 
42 FR 28887, June 6, 1977; 63 FR 24124, May 1, 
1998] 

§ 1.47 Service of documents and proof 
of service. 

(a) Where the Commission or any per-
son is required by statute or by the 
provisions of this chapter to serve any 
document upon any person, service 
shall (in the absence of specific provi-
sions in this chapter to the contrary) 
be made in accordance with the provi-
sions of this section. Documents that 
are required to be served by the Com-
mission in agency proceedings (i.e., not 
in the context of judicial proceedings, 
Congressional investigations, or other 
proceedings outside the Commission) 
may be served in electronic form. In 
proceedings involving a large number 
of parties, and unless otherwise pro-
vided by statute, the Commission may 
satisfy its service obligation by issuing 
a public notice that identifies the doc-
uments required to be served and that 
explains how parties can obtain copies 
of the documents. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a): Section 1.47(a) 
grants staff the authority to decide upon the 
appropriate format for electronic notifica-
tion in a particular proceeding, consistent 
with any applicable statutory requirements. 
The Commission expects that service by pub-
lic notice will be used only in proceedings 
with 20 or more parties. 

(b) Where any person is required to 
serve any document filed with the 
Commission, service shall be made by 
that person or by his representative on 
or before the day on which the docu-
ment is filed. 

(c) Commission counsel who formally 
participate in any proceeding shall be 
served in the same manner as other 
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persons who participate in that pro-
ceeding. The filing of a document with 
the Commission does not constitute 
service upon Commission counsel. 

(d) Except in formal complaint pro-
ceedings against common carriers 
under §§ 1.720 through 1.736, documents 
may be served upon a party, his attor-
ney, or other duly constituted agent by 
delivering a copy or by mailing a copy 
to the last known address. See § 1.736. 
Documents that are required to be 
served must be served in paper form, 
even if documents are filed in elec-
tronic form with the Commission, un-
less the party to be served agrees to ac-
cept service in some other form. 

(e) Delivery of a copy pursuant to 
this section means handing it to the 
party, his attorney, or other duly con-
stituted agent; or leaving it with the 
clerk or other person in charge of the 
office of the person being served; or, if 
there is no one in charge of such office, 
leaving it in a conspicuous place there-
in; or, if such office is closed or the per-
son to be served has no office, leaving 
it at his dwelling house or usual place 
of abode with some person of suitable 
age and discretion then residing there-
in. 

(f) Service by mail is complete upon 
mailing. 

(g) Proof of service, as provided in 
this section, shall be filed before action 
is taken. The proof of service shall 
show the time and manner of service, 
and may be by written acknowledge-
ment of service, by certificate of the 
person effecting the service, or by 
other proof satisfactory to the Com-
mission. Failure to make proof of serv-
ice will not affect the validity of the 
service. The Commission may allow 
the proof to be amended or supplied at 
any time, unless to do so would result 
in material prejudice to a party. 

(h) Every common carrier and inter-
connected VoIP provider, as defined in 
§ 54.5 of this chapter, that is subject to 
the Communications Act of 1934, as 
amended, shall designate an agent in 
the District of Columbia, and may des-
ignate additional agents if it so choos-
es, upon whom service of all notices, 
process, orders, decisions, and require-
ments of the Commission may be made 
for and on behalf of such carrier or 
interconnected VoIP provider in any 

proceeding before the Commission. 
Such designation shall include, for 
both the carrier or interconnected 
VoIP provider and its designated 
agents, a name, business address, tele-
phone or voicemail number, facsimile 
number, and, if available, Internet e- 
mail address. Such carrier or inter-
connected VoIP provider shall addi-
tionally list any other names by which 
it is known or under which it does busi-
ness, and, if the carrier or inter-
connected VoIP provider is an affili-
ated company, the parent, holding, or 
management company. Within thirty 
(30) days of the commencement of pro-
vision of service, such carrier or inter-
connected VoIP provider shall file such 
information with the Chief of the En-
forcement Bureau’s Market Disputes 
Resolution Division. Such carriers and 
interconnected VoIP providers may file 
a hard copy of the relevant portion of 
the Telecommunications Reporting 
Worksheet, as delineated by the Com-
mission in the FEDERAL REGISTER, to 
satisfy this requirement. Each Tele-
communications Reporting Worksheet 
filed annually by a common carrier or 
interconnected VoIP provider must 
contain a name, business address, tele-
phone or voicemail number, facsimile 
number, and, if available, Internet e- 
mail address for its designated agents, 
regardless of whether such information 
has been revised since the previous fil-
ing. Carriers and interconnected VoIP 
providers must notify the Commission 
within one week of any changes in 
their designation information by filing 
revised portions of the Telecommuni-
cations Reporting Worksheet with the 
Chief of the Enforcement Bureau’s 
Market Disputes Resolution Division. 
A paper copy of this designation list 
shall be maintained in the Office of the 
Secretary of the Commission. Service 
of any notice, process, orders, decisions 
or requirements of the Commission 
may be made upon such carrier or 
interconnected VoIP provider by leav-
ing a copy thereof with such designated 
agent at his office or usual place of res-
idence. If such carrier or inter-
connected VoIP provider fails to des-
ignate such an agent, service of any no-
tice or other process in any proceeding 
before the Commission, or of any order, 
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decision, or requirement of the Com-
mission, may be made by posting such 
notice, process, order, requirement, or 
decision in the Office of the Secretary 
of the Commission. 

[28 FR 12415, Nov. 22, 1963, as amended at 40 
FR 55644, Dec. 1, 1975; 53 FR 11852, Apr. 11, 
1988; 63 FR 1035, Jan. 7, 1998; 63 FR 24124, May 
1, 1998; 64 FR 41330, July 30, 1999; 64 FR 60725, 
Nov. 8, 1999; 71 FR 38796, July 10, 2006; 76 FR 
24390, May 2, 2011] 

§ 1.48 Length of pleadings. 
(a) Affidavits, statements, tables of 

contents and summaries of filings, and 
other materials which are submitted 
with and factually support a pleading 
are not counted in determining the 
length of the pleading. If other mate-
rials are submitted with a pleading, 
they will be counted in determining its 
length; and if the length of the plead-
ings, as so computed, is greater than 
permitted by the provisions of this 
chapter, the pleading will be returned 
without consideration. 

(b) It is the policy of the Commission 
that requests for permission to file 
pleadings in excess of the length pre-
scribed by the provisions of this chap-
ter shall not be routinely granted. 
Where the filing period is 10 days or 
less, the request shall be made within 2 
business days after the period begins to 
run. Where the period is more than 10 
days, the request shall be filed at least 
10 days before the filing date. (See 
§ 1.4.) If a timely request is made, the 
pleading need not be filed earlier than 
2 business days after the Commission 
acts upon the request. 

[41 FR 14871, Apr. 8, 1976, and 49 FR 40169, 
Oct. 15, 1984] 

§ 1.49 Specifications as to pleadings 
and documents. 

(a) All pleadings and documents filed 
in paper form in any Commission pro-
ceeding shall be typewritten or pre-
pared by mechanical processing meth-
ods, and shall be filed on A4 (21 cm. × 
29.7 cm.) or on 81⁄2 × 11 inch (21.6 cm. × 
27.9 cm.) paper with the margins set so 
that the printed material does not ex-
ceed 6 1⁄2 × 91⁄2 inches (16.5 cm. × 24.1 
cm.). The printed material may be in 
any typeface of at least 12-point 
(0.42333 cm. or 12⁄72″) in height. The body 
of the text must be double spaced with 

a minimum distance of 7⁄32 of an inch 
(0.5556 cm.) between each line of text. 
Footnotes and long, indented 
quotations may be single spaced, but 
must be in type that is 12-point or larg-
er in height, with at least 1⁄16 of an inch 
(0.158 cm.) between each line of text. 
Counsel are cautioned against employ-
ing extended single spaced passages or 
excessive footnotes to evade prescribed 
pleading lengths. If single-spaced pas-
sages or footnotes are used in this 
manner the pleading will, at the discre-
tion of the Commission, either be re-
jected as unacceptable for filing or dis-
missed with leave to be refiled in prop-
er form. Pleadings may be printed on 
both sides of the paper. Pleadings that 
use only one side of the paper shall be 
stapled, or otherwise bound, in the 
upper left-hand corner; those using 
both sides of the paper shall be stapled 
twice, or otherwise bound, along the 
left-hand margin so that it opens like a 
book. The foregoing shall not apply to 
printed briefs specifically requested by 
the Commission, official publications, 
charted or maps, original documents 
(or admissible copies thereof) offered as 
exhibits, specially prepared exhibits, or 
if otherwise specifically provided. All 
copies shall be clearly legible. 

(b) Except as provided in paragraph 
(d) of this section, all pleadings and 
documents filed with the Commission, 
the length of which as computed under 
this chapter exceeds ten pages, shall 
include, as part of the pleading or doc-
ument, a table of contents with page 
references. 

(c) Except as provided in paragraph 
(d) of this section, all pleadings and 
documents filed with the Commission, 
the length of which filings as computed 
under this chapter exceeds ten pages, 
shall include, as part of the pleading or 
document, a summary of the filing, 
suitably paragraphed, which should be 
a succinct, but accurate and clear con-
densation of the substance of the filing. 
It should not be a mere repetition of 
the headings under which the filing is 
arranged. For pleadings and documents 
exceeding ten but not twenty-five 
pages in length, the summary should 
seldom exceed one and never two pages; 
for pleadings and documents exceeding 
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